
Travel in the footsteps of great French 
artists on the journey of a lifetime! Take 
in France’s incredible natural landscapes, 
unique culture, and fascinating history 
from the Alps to Avignon and to the port 
of Marseilles.
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New Hampshire PBS and American Expeditions invite you to explore 
France with New England’s favorite storyteller, Willem Lange!

Your adventure begins in the heart of the French Alps. Stay in Chamonix, 
the charming home of the �rst Winter Olympics. From this picturesque 

alpine village, ascend Mont Blanc by tramway, and explore Annecy, with 
its winding canals and cobbled streets straight out of a storybook. 

Stop in Montélimar to taste French nougat and learn about this 
world-famous confection. Settle into Avignon, and spend a few days 

exploring Provence. See the majestic Pont Du Gard aqueduct; discover 
the golden, limestone city of Uzès; and visit a winery in 

Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Explore Nîmes, “the French Rome,” and 
Aigues-Mortes, a medieval, walled city. Cruise through the untamed 

Camargue region along the Mediterranean coast, admiring the �amingos 
and white horses that make it famous.

 

Walk in the footsteps of Van Gogh and Cezanne in Arles and 
Aix-en-Provence, and see the landscapes and café scenes made famous in 

their art. Delight in the port city of Marseilles. Marvel at Cassis, a 
stunning �shing village home to some of the most beautiful beaches in 

France. Gaze up at its white limestone cliffs, the highest along the 
Mediterranean Sea, as you cruise through its famous fjords.

 

This tour with New Hampshire PBS will take you from alpine peaks and 
sites rich in Roman, Christian, and World War II history to landscapes of the 

Impressionist masters and the sparkling Mediterranean coast. Discover 
local traditions with knowledgeable guides, be entertained and 
educated by Willem Lange's stories, and forge friendships with 

fellow viewers, all while supporting New Hampshire PBS!



DAY 1     Sunday, April 30  |  FLY TO GENEVA

NHPBS Discover Southern France starts with an overnight �ight from Boston to Geneva. Refer 
to your American Expeditions tour handbook for tips on making the journey smooth and 
comfortable.

DAY 2    Monday, May 1  |  WELCOME TO EUROPE

Your American Expeditions tour manager will be waiting to greet you in the arrivals area. 
Together with your NHPBS ambassador, board your private motor coach, and cross the border 
from Switzerland to France.

Arrive in Chamonix, a world-class ski resort and mountaineering destination located in the 
Haute-Savoie region of France. Bordered by Switzerland and Italy, with the incredible French Alps 
soaring above the town center, Chamonix was the host of the �rst Winter Olympics in 1924. 

In 1741, two Englishmen discovered the valley and its glaciers, which were inhabited by a rural 
population of mountain farmers and a humble monastery. When they published stories of their 
exploration in literary journals across Europe, interest in this area grew. Celebrities visited, and then 
tourists followed. The �rst luxury hotel in Chamonix was built in 1783, and many more followed, 
until a railway line was established in 1901, opening the area to winter visitors.

Proceed to your centrally-located hotel to check in and refresh before dinner.

Celebrate the kick-off of NHPBS Discover Southern France with a welcome dinner of French 
fare served at the hotel, during which you'll preview the exciting days ahead with your tour 
manager, ambassador, and fellow travelers.

Later, settle in for a good night's rest.

DAY 3     Tuesday, May 2  |  MONT BLANC & CHAMONIX

Wake up to your �rst full day in France! Enjoy breakfast in the hotel dining room.

This morning, ride the Mont Blanc tramway. Mont Blanc, the highest mountain in western 
Europe, is Chamonix's main attraction. Its tramway is one of France's last mountain rack-rail 
systems; its three vintage trains are named Anne, Marie, and Jeanne, after the daughters of the 
system's original owner. Take in stunning alpine views from the comfort of this cog railway as it 
winds up the imposing mountain.

This afternoon, enjoy a guided tour of Chamonix, by tourist train. Ride Le Petit Train Touristique 
de Chamonix, or "the little tourist train of Chamonix," a quaint, miniature train that travels the 
town's charming streets as your guide sheds light on the area's history, architecture, and landmarks.

DAY 4     Wednesday, May 3  |  ANNECY

Today, make your way to Annecy, enjoying a cheese tasting en route. Visit a working dairy farm, 
and sample local cheeses from the region.

Arrive in Annecy, an idyllic town situated between the Alps and the eponymous Lake Annecy. 
Nicknamed "the Venice of the Alps," Annecy is home to a labyrinthine canal system lined with 
colorful houses, small bridges, blooming �owers, and welcoming storefronts.

Embark on a guided tour of Old Town Annecy, the town's storybook-worthy historic center. 
Admire the Château d'Annecy, or "Annecy Castle,"which became the residence of the Counts of 
Geneva during the 13th and 14th centuries and underwent many successive modi�cations over the 
15th and 16th centuries, gaining a unique appearance blending medieval defensive architecture and 
Renaissance elegance. It was abandoned as a residence in the 17th century, later used as a military 
barracks until 1947, and then purchased by the city of Annecy in 1953 and converted into a 
museum. Also see the Palais de I'Île, or "Palace of the Isle," a former noble residence, courtyard, 
prison, and mint sitting on a triangular islet surrounded by canals.
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Saint Benezet Bridge, Avignon

Pont du Gard

After enjoying lunch together at a local restaurant, explore Annecy to your liking. Perhaps stroll along 
one of the lakeside beaches, or indulge in dessert from Glacier des Alpes, considered one of the best 
ice cream vendors in all of France.

Return to Chamonix for the evening.

DAY 5    Thursday, May 4  |  CHAMONIX - MONTÉLIMAR - AVIGNON

Check out of your hotel, and head to Montélimar, the home of French nougat, a chewy candy made 
from sugar or honey, nuts, and egg white. Visit the Musée du Nougat Fabrique Arnaud Souberyan, 
the oldest confectioner in the city. Observe the working factory, learn how Montélimar became the 
world's nougat capital, and sample the sweet treat.

Continue on to Avignon, known as "the gateway of Provence." Situated at the con�uence of the 
Rhône and Durance rivers, important routes of trade and communication since prehistoric times, 
Avignon occupies a strategic location. It is famous for being the city to which the Popes �ed after leaving 
the corruption of Rome in the 14th century.

Embark on a guided tour of the Palais des Papes and the Pont d'Avignon, also known as Pont 
Saint-Bénézet. The Palais de Papes, or "Palace of Popes," built when the Popes �ed here, is the world's 
largest Gothic building. Immortalized by the French song “Sur le Pont d'Avignon,” the Pont d'Avignon, 
or "Avignon bridge," was completed in 1185, creating the only place between Lyon and the 
Mediterranean sea where a Rhône crossing was possible.

Check into your centrally-located hotel, where dinner is served to your group.

DAY 6     Friday, May 5  |  AVIGNON & UZÈS

Visit the Pont du Gard, an ancient Roman aqueduct bridge and UNESCO World Heritage Site dating 
from antiquity. This notable Roman engineering achievement, whose three levels stand over 160 feet 
high, was constructed to carry water over the Gard River to the city of Nîmes. One thousand men 
labored for �ve years to complete the monumental structure. 

As part of your visit, a Mediterranean lunch will be served at the foot of the bridge, in a 19th century 
inn offering a breathtaking view of the monument.

Continue to Uzès, a village in the Occitanie region wrapped in golden-hued limestone. Uzès dates back 
to Roman times, and it became the �rst duchy of France. Explore the Place aux Herbes, the town's main 
square �lled with trees. See the Château Ducale d'Uzès, or "Duchy of Uzès," where the dukes of Uzès 
have lived for over one thousand years. View the Cathédrale Saint-Théodorit, or "Saint-Théodorit 
Cathedral," and its Tour Fenestrelle, a Romanesque bell tower.

Later, visit a winery in Châteauneuf-du-Pape, and enjoy a wine tasting. The Châteauneuf-du-Pape 
appellation is known for its Grenache-based red blends.

Return to Avignon for the evening.

DAY 7     Saturday, May 6  |  NÎMES

Today, embark on a guided tour of Nîmes, dubbed "the most Roman city outside Italy" and "the French 
Rome.” Originally a Celtic city, Nîmes became part of the Roman Empire in �rst century BC, and it is home 
to an impressive array of Roman monuments. See the Maison Carrée, or "Square House," a temple 
rivaling Rome's Pantheon, and the Arènes de Nîmes, or the "Arena of Nîmes," an incredibly preserved 
amphitheater built just a few years after Rome's Colosseum.

The afternoon is yours to explore Nîmes at leisure before returning to Avignon for the evening.

DAY 8    Sunday, May 7  |  AVIGNON - AIGUES-MORTES - ARLES - AIX-EN-PROVENCE

Check out of your hotel, and head to Aigues-Mortes, a town surrounded by forti�ed medieval walls, 
where you'll embark on a guided cruise of the Camargue, an untamed natural region on France's 
Mediterranean coast. The Camargue is famous for its emblematic �amingos and white horses, who have 
lived in its saline wetlands for thousands of years. Lunch will be served aboard the boat as you admire 
this region's unique and beautiful �ora and fauna.

Continue on to Arles, an underrated Provencial gem, and enjoy an opportunity for independent 
exploration. It was here in Arles where Vincent Van Gogh infamously suffered a mental breakdown and 
cut off part of his own ear. Like Nîmes, Arles has many Roman ruins, including the Arènes d'Arles, or the 
"Arena of Arles."

Conclude the day in Aix-en-Provence, the birthplace of Post-Impressionist painter Paul Cézanne. A small 
town bustling with university students, Aix-en-Provence boasts quaint cafés, vibrant markets, and 18th 
century homes.

Check into your centrally-located hotel, where dinner is served to your group.
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DAY 9    Monday, May 8  |  MARSEILLE                                                    

Today, visit Marseille, a port city founded by the Greeks in 600 BC. Marseille is France's oldest and second 
largest city.

Begin with a guided tour of Marseille. Explore the city's Vieux Port, or "Old Port", lined with boats 
and pedestrian promenades, and Le Panier, or "Old Town", the city's oldest quarter, home to pastel 
buildings and narrow streets. Noteworthy sights include the Phare de Sainte-Marie, a lighthouse and 
the northernmost point of Marseille's harbor, and Abbaye Saint-Victor, a 5th century abbey.

Then, visit a Navettes de Marseille factory. Navettes de Marseille are sweet, orange blossom biscuits 
unique to the region. Shaped like boats, they are said to commemorate Mary Magdalene and Saint 
Martha and their voyage to Marseille by boat. See how these traditional cookies are made, learn about 
their origins in Marseille, and try them for yourselves.

Next, ascend to Notre-Dame de la Garde, or "Our Lady of the Guard", by tourist train. A Catholic 
basilica and iconic symbol of the city, Notre-Dame de la Garde is the site of the popular Assumption Day 
pilgrimage. The basilica's construction began in 1853 and lasted more than 40 years; it consists of a lower 
Romanesque church carved from rock and an upper Neo-Byzantine style church adorned with mosaics.

Finally, visit the Musée des Civilisations de l'Europe et de la Méditerranée (Mucem), or "Museum of 
European and Mediterranean Civilizations". Mucem was created in 2013, when Marseille was designated 
as the European Capital of Culture.

Return to Aix-en-Provence this evening.

DAY 10    Tuesday, May 9  |  CASSIS                                                       

Embark on an excursion to Cassis, a Mediterranean �shing port known for pebbly beaches and steep, 
limestone cliffs. During Roman times, Cassis was a small, maritime village whose principal livelihood was 
�shing and trade with North Africa and the Middle East.

First, enjoy a guided tour of Cassis, by tourist train. Ride Le Petit Train Touristique de Cassis, or "the 
little tourist train of Cassis", not unlike the one you rode earlier in Chamonix, and learn about Cassis and 
its history.

Then, take a guided calanque cruise of Cassis and Marseille. Travel through narrow inlets framed by 
imposing calanques, or limestone fjords, called "Fjords of the French Riviera".

Conclude your day with a scenic ride up the Route des Crêtes, or "the road of crests", from Cassis to La 
Ciotat, another Mediterranean coastal town. Stop at lookout points along this winding ridge road, and 
admire the incredible, rocky coast.

Return to Aix-en-Provence this evening. Toast the success of your new friends, cultural immersion, 
educational experiences, and great sightseeing in gorgeous locations over a celebratory farewell dinner 
at a festive restaurant. Wrap up the night with memories to last a lifetime!   

  

DAY 11     Wednesday, May 10  |  RETURN HOME

NHPBS Discover Southern France ends with a �ight from Marseille back to Boston. Heartfelt 
goodbyes are exchanged at the airport, and your group is sent off with a fond, "Thank you for connecting 
our world through educational travel! Until we meet again!"

*Your group's �nal program will be determined by con�rmed times and locations for entrances, tours, 
meals, and other activities.  Although your group's exact itinerary will vary to accommodate vendor 
availability, the same type and caliber of experiences will be included in your �nal tour program.
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T O U R  P A C K A G E  I N C L U D E S

FLIGHTS - professionally managed with group airfare 
Flights for your group from Boston to Geneva and Marseille to Boston
Itineraries may include one or more layovers each way
Our �ight team handles custom �ight requests and upgrades

ACCOMMODATIONS - thoughtfully selected to match group needs
9 nights in 4-star hotels, as follows:

• 3 nights in Chamonix 

• 3 nights in Avignon 

• 3 nights in Aix-en-Provence

MEALS - varied, �avorful, and highlighting local cuisine
Breakfast daily at your hotels
3 lunches, served as follows

• Lunch in Annecy
• Mediterranean lunch near Pont du Gard
• Lunch aboard your Camargue cruise

4 dinners, served as follows
• Welcome dinner at your hotel in Chamonix
• Dinner upon arrival at your hotel in Avignon
• Dinner upon arrival at your hotel in Aix-en-Provence
• Farewell dinner at a local restaurant in Aix-en-Provence

ACTIVITES + TOURS | ENTRANCES - handpicked for your travelers
• Mont Blanc tramway
• Guided tour of Chamonix, by tourist train
• Cheese tasting en route to Annecy
• Guided tour of Old Town Annecy
• Musée du Nougat Fabrique Arnaud Souberyan in Montélima
• Guided tour of the Palais des Papes and the Pont d'Avignon in Avignon
• Pont du Gard
• Wine tasting at a winery in Châteauneuf-du-Pape
• Guided tour of Nîmes
• Guided cruise of the Camargue
• Guided tour of Marseille
• Navettes de Marseille factory
• Tourist train to Notre Dame de la Garde in Marseille
• Mucem in Marseille
• Guided tour of Cassis, by tourist train
• Guided calanque cruise of Cassis and Marseille   

TOUR MANAGER to handle on-the-road logistics 
A full-time tour manager to accompany your group every step of the way from arrival 
through departure. Our beloved tour managers assist with:

• Greeting and gathering the group upon arrival
• Expediting hotel check-ins and check-outs
• Liaising with reception desks, coach drivers, and guides 
• Directing on-site entrances and activities; handling tickets and vouchers
• Keeping each day well-paced 
• Sharing cultural content and interpreting local customs

• Sending everyone home with fond memories and hopes to travel together again   
soon

 
TRANSPORTATION in a private, modern, climate-controlled motor coach with a 
professional driver

For all services speci�ed in the above itinerary

INSURANCE that covers our commitment to you

American Expeditions & Music Contact International, Inc. hold $5,000,000.00 of travel 

agent and tour operator professional liability insurance 

TOUR ENHANCEMENT MATERIALS 

A custom Traveler’s Resource Site (TRS): 

• We build this site speci�cally for your tour as a resource for travelers to engage in 

from the start

• The TRS is where you can view the latest itinerary

• There are maps, pictures, packing lists, recommendations for destination-based 

books and movies, collections of FAQs, and helpful travel links

• A customized tour handbook with hourly itinerary, packing tips and lists, practical 

“Things to Know,” destination background, and other fun content

  This printed booklet is provided about a month before departure

• A luggage tag, passport/document holder, and outlet adapter for each traveler is 

also included.

P A C K A G E  P R I C E

LAND PACKAGE PRICES  
BASED ON A GROUP SIZE OF AT LEAST 20 PAYING TRAVELERS: 

$5,453.00 per person in double occupancy 

ESTIMATED FLIGHT PRICES 
American Expeditions will contract group airfare for your tour. Please anticipate an additional 
$1,189.00 per paying traveler for airfare, including all taxes, fees, and fuel surcharges 
imposed by the airline.
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T O U R  P A C K A G E  I N C L U D E S

FLIGHTS - professionally managed with group airfare 
Flights for your group from Boston to Geneva and Marseille to Boston
Itineraries may include one or more layovers each way
Our �ight team handles custom �ight requests and upgrades

ACCOMMODATIONS - thoughtfully selected to match group needs
9 nights in 4-star hotels, as follows:

• 3 nights in Chamonix 

• 3 nights in Avignon 

• 3 nights in Aix-en-Provence

MEALS - varied, �avorful, and highlighting local cuisine
Breakfast daily at your hotels
3 lunches, served as follows

• Lunch in Annecy
• Mediterranean lunch near Pont du Gard
• Lunch aboard your Camargue cruise

4 dinners, served as follows
• Welcome dinner at your hotel in Chamonix
• Dinner upon arrival at your hotel in Avignon
• Dinner upon arrival at your hotel in Aix-en-Provence
• Farewell dinner at a local restaurant in Aix-en-Provence

ACTIVITES + TOURS | ENTRANCES - handpicked for your travelers
• Mont Blanc tramway
• Guided tour of Chamonix, by tourist train
• Cheese tasting en route to Annecy
• Guided tour of Old Town Annecy
• Musée du Nougat Fabrique Arnaud Souberyan in Montélima
• Guided tour of the Palais des Papes and the Pont d'Avignon in Avignon
• Pont du Gard
• Wine tasting at a winery in Châteauneuf-du-Pape
• Guided tour of Nîmes
• Guided cruise of the Camargue
• Guided tour of Marseille
• Navettes de Marseille factory
• Tourist train to Notre Dame de la Garde in Marseille
• Mucem in Marseille
• Guided tour of Cassis, by tourist train
• Guided calanque cruise of Cassis and Marseille   

TOUR MANAGER to handle on-the-road logistics 
A full-time tour manager to accompany your group every step of the way from arrival 
through departure. Our beloved tour managers assist with:

• Greeting and gathering the group upon arrival
• Expediting hotel check-ins and check-outs
• Liaising with reception desks, coach drivers, and guides 
• Directing on-site entrances and activities; handling tickets and vouchers
• Keeping each day well-paced 
• Sharing cultural content and interpreting local customs

• Sending everyone home with fond memories and hopes to travel together again   
soon

 
TRANSPORTATION in a private, modern, climate-controlled motor coach with a 
professional driver

For all services speci�ed in the above itinerary

INSURANCE that covers our commitment to you

American Expeditions & Music Contact International, Inc. hold $5,000,000.00 of travel 

agent and tour operator professional liability insurance 

TOUR ENHANCEMENT MATERIALS 

A custom Traveler’s Resource Site (TRS): 

• We build this site speci�cally for your tour as a resource for travelers to engage in 

from the start

• The TRS is where you can view the latest itinerary

• There are maps, pictures, packing lists, recommendations for destination-based 

books and movies, collections of FAQs, and helpful travel links

• A customized tour handbook with hourly itinerary, packing tips and lists, practical 

“Things to Know,” destination background, and other fun content

  This printed booklet is provided about a month before departure

• A luggage tag, passport/document holder, and outlet adapter for each traveler is 

also included.

P A C K A G E  P R I C E

LAND PACKAGE PRICES  
BASED ON A GROUP SIZE OF AT LEAST 20 PAYING TRAVELERS: 

$5,453.00 per person in double occupancy 

ESTIMATED FLIGHT PRICES 
American Expeditions will contract group airfare for your tour. Please anticipate an additional 
$1,189.00 per paying traveler for airfare, including all taxes, fees, and fuel surcharges 
imposed by the airline.

D E T A I L S
Your Tour includes everything above. Here’s what’s not included: 
Passport, of�cial ID, visa or other required travel documents | Fees for extra, oversize or overweight 
baggage | Luggage handling at airports | Meals, entrance fees, and coach transfers not mentioned 
above | Drinks with meals unless speci�ed | Gratuities for tour managers, local guides, coach drivers, 
hotel staff | Travel insurance (additional information on insurance is enclosed).  

Please let us know if you would like any of these items added to your tour.

TRAVEL INSURANCE is recommended!
American Expeditions recommends purchasing travel insurance through Travel Insured, via a link 
available online through your Traveler's Resource Site.

Please review coverage options very carefully and contact Travel Insured directly with any 
insurance-related questions.

To register for this tour, please go online to  

https://nhpbs23france.americanexpeditions.net

 or call American Expeditions at 1-800-624-0166. 

A $1,500 per person registration fee is required at the
time of registration to reserve your place on the tour.

Registrations will be accepted in the
order they are received. Space is limited.

R E S E R V A T I O N  P R O C E D U R E
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Tour Host Willem Lange

TOUR HOST WILLEM LANGE
Avid outdoorsman, author and award-winning Windows to the 
Wild host Willem Lange has been called “one of the most beloved 
storytellers in Northern New England.” Willem writes a weekly 
newspaper column entitled A Yankee Notebook and his book, 
Words from the Wild, was published in 2015.

In addition to hosting 18 seasons of New Hampshire PBS’ 
Windows to the Wild series, Willem is the host of �ve NHPBS 
birding documentaries that have won New England Emmy, Telly, 
and New Hampshire Association of Broadcasters awards: Journey 
of the Broad-Winged Hawk, Saving Songbirds, Bird Tales, 
Counting on Birds, and Plight of the Grassland Birds. He has 
published 10 books and several audio recordings. His knack for 
storytelling, background in education, and love for the outdoors 
make Willem the perfect host and tour guide.

Willem was born in 1935. A child of deaf parents, he grew up 
speaking sign language and �rst came to New England for prep 
school in 1950 as an alternative to reform school in his native New 
York state. During a few absences from New England, Willem 
earned a degree in only nine years at the College of Wooster in 
Ohio. He has worked as a ranch hand, Adirondack guide, 
preacher, construction laborer, bobsled run announcer, assembly 
line worker, cab driver, bookkeeper, and bartender.

From 1968 to 1972, Willem directed the Dartmouth Outward 
Bound Center. From 1972 until his “retirement” in 2007, he was 
a building and remodeling contractor in Hanover, NH. In 1973, 
Willem founded the Geriatric Adventure Society, a group of 
outdoor enthusiasts whose members have skied the 200-mile 
Alaska Marathon, climbed in Alaska, the Andes, and Himalayas, 
and bushwhacked on skis through northern New England. Willem 
lives in East Montpelier, VT with his dog Kiki, and has three 
children and four grandchildren.
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